Age differences in the association of nonmedical prescription opioid use and suicidality.
To examine age differences in the associations of nonmedical prescription opioid use (NMPOU) and suicidality. This is a population health study using the 2016 National Survey on Drug Use and Health. The sample included 38,136 persons 18 and older. Weighted logistic regression analyses were used to examine the odds of past year NMPOU with suicidality (suicidal thoughts, plans, and attempts in the past year), stratified by age groups. Overall, the prevalence of suicidality was higher for persons who reported past year NMPOU across all age groups. For the full sample, NMPOU was associated with increased odds of suicidal thoughts (OR = 1.71, 95% CI = 1.36, 2.14), plans (OR = 1.95, 95% CI = 1.33, 2.84), and attempts (OR = 2.25, 95% CI = 1.27, 4.00). Users 18 to 34 had greater odds for reporting yes on all three suicidality measures. Users 50 and older had greater odds for suicidal thoughts in the past year. Among younger and older age groups, there is a higher prevalence and associated odds of suicidality for those who report any misuse within the 12-month period.